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city. One day he went to Debendranath Tagore, but as no interviews
with him were allowed then, he could not see him. However, he was
welcomed to a celebration held at his place by the Brahmo Samaj.
Having seen much of the Brahmo Samaj, Gandhi wanted to meet
Vivekananda. With great enthusiasm he went to Belur Math but
was disappointed to be told that the swami was at his Calcutta
house, lying ill and could not be seen.
On his visit to the temple of Kali, Gandhi was shocked to see
rows of beggars, some crippled and some sturdy, pestering the visitors
for alms. He was opposed to giving alms to sturdy beggars. Near the
temple Gandhi was greeted by rivers of blood of goats which were
slaughtered to appease the goddess Kali. The horrible sight haunted
him for days.
He paid a short visit to Burma, his first visit to the land of the
phoongyis. Gandhi was impressed by the independence and the
spirit of Burmese women, but was pained by the idleness of the men.
The pagodas were neglected and the phoongyis lazy and in Rangoon
Gandhi was disappointed to see that "the Indians help the Europeans
to exploit the Burmese."
Before settling down Gandhi had thought of making a tour through
India travelling third class to acquaint himself with the wretched
conditions of the lower class passengers. Gokhale first laughed at the
idea of his third-class travel but equipped Gandhi with a tiffin box
filled with sweets and pwris. Gandhi purchased a canvas bag worth
twelve annas, and got a long coat made of coarse wool. The bag was to
carry the woollen coat, a dhoti, a towel and a shirt. He had a blanket
as well and a water jug. Gokhale saw him off at the Howrah station.
Gandhi decided to halt at Benares, Agra, Jaipur and Palanpur on
the way to Rajkot. He stayed for one day in each of these cities put-
ting up in dharmashalas or with pandas like the ordinary pilgrims.
His total expense amounted to thirty-one rupees including the train
fare. In travelling third he mostly preferred the ordinary to the mail
trains. "Educated men should make a point of travelling third class
and reforming the habits of the people, as also of never letting the
railway authorities rest in peace by sending in complaints wherever
necessary," was Gandhi's motto. From 1902 onwards he mostly
travelled third.
He reached Benares in the morning and selected the cleanest host
from the numerous Brahmins who surrounded him at the station.